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- Flooding
Continued from Page 1

. Lots of water
Venango County has seven
watersheds, said Downs, and it

also has the distinction of being a

receiving point for water from six
surrounding counties.

“Six counties dump their water
on us. They all drain into Venango
County, primarily because of the
river....” 'said Downs. “...And

then' we have the cumulative

effects of development, like in
Sandycreek and Cranberry. They
are our two hot spots in terms of
storm water runoff.”

There are three leading factors -

when it comes to *

cemned that “retro-fitting” in areas
where there may be storm wate
runoff problems could be very
costly. He referred to a water reten-
tion pond near the Cranberry Mall;
The mall owners readjusted a flow
pipe in that pond in an effort ta
help alleviate any storm water
munoff to Lower Two Mile Run, g3
stream that overflowed Aug. 29
and flooded Deep Hollow Road
homes.

“The Cranberry Mall detention
pond was done way before this
law. To bring it up to today’s
(storm water management) stan-
dards would be costly. Who pays
for it?” asked Pankratz. S

Noting it could be a combina-
tion of owner, municipality or state
grant monies, Tim Brunp, a water-
shed manager for the Department

. P I

waterways, said Al Brulo, a civil
engineer with HRG Inc. They are
abandoned mine drainage, agri-
culture drainage and urban runoff.

“The plan is to preserve and
restore the flood-carrying capaci-
ty of streams as well as protect
and conserve ground waters,” said
Brulo. “There are basically four

— water quantity,
water . quality, infiltration and
stream bed stabilization. I know.
that erosion is an issue in Venango
County because you have very
steep streams here.” 9

Fixing the problems

ere are provisions, said
rulo, that would allow “retro-fit-
ing, looking at an existing prob-
lem and take it (runoff) back to
re-existing conditions.”

“The study will identify areas in

That prompted Frank Pankratz,
secretary-treasurer of Cranberry
ownship, to ask if a new ordi-

owth in Venango County?”
Downs said the storm water
moff regulations will apply
qually throughout the state and
at would mean “everyone will be
it with the same requirements
hen it comes to development.”
Pankratz said he was also con-

ance “would ‘deter commercial _

of Es , said
the planning process is geared to
identify those areas that “need to!
come back” and then - decide
whether to undertake that.

The state law does not require,
that older development tracts be
reconfigured to meet stricter storm
water runoff guidelines, said Lance
Bowes, watershed coordinator for
the Venango Conservation District
at Franklin. - 5

“The law was enacted not to
retro-fit everything but to look at
new development, If a municipali-
ty wants to retro-fit, it can, but it is
not required,” Bowes said.

There was ‘also a question
involving the timbering industry
and whether post-harvesting water
runoff levels must reflect pre-tim-
bering levels. That issue, said one
local resident, “is of real concern to

“There: cannot be more water
put off afterwards than you did
before the activity, whether it is
agriculture or timbering,” Bruno
said. “You can have specific storm
water ordinances to address tim-
bering in your municipality.”

The timetable for charting
storm water problems, dr:.\w_in_% up

and_creatin

municipal ordinances  laying out
do’s and don’ts for runoff is not all
that lengthy, Downs said. The first :
phase will be done by June 30 and
development of an actual manage-
ment plan will then begin.. .

“At this point, we need ques-
tionnaires — they ‘ask for trouble
spots, stream locations and more —
teturned from each municipality so
we can get moving on this,” Downs.
said. |
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A samphing ol VYenmgo
| County municipalities as to their
storm  walter fooding  issues
{sircam (Mooding, property tkims=
age, scdiment, erosion, dam-
ages, pollution) showed::

W ‘The Cherrytree Township
report indicated modgrte sever-
ity im siream/sirecUproperty
nooding, soil and bank erosion,
sediment in fireams, property
damage, pollution and
habhauvrcsource damage. The
township blamed the problems,
which it s2id occur on 3 frequen-
ey of CVEry one 1D TWo FOars, pris=
marily on incroased runoff.

® Coraplantar reporied so-
vere sream bed and bank sro-
sion caused. by increased runofl
and poor drainage. The township
has modemie SUEel and property
Nooding every three 1o six years,
The causes, noted the township,
are increased runodl and poor
drainage.

8 o Cranberry: Township,
strcam ard -properny fMooding
were described as moderate and
caused primarily by increascd
runcif, poor drainage and food-
plain development,

® Frencheredk Township re-
ponsd moderale problems with
I'Imd.inf and pegged nearly all
of i1 increased runodf,

= Jackson Township lisied
severe problems with stream bed
and bank -erosion plus property
dagmage, all il seault wl cillus
increased runclf or fNood plain
devclopment. -

m Miincral Tow ns.h'-p Tiatend
the most “severe problems™ as 1o
street and propenty flooding as
sl sywsiva, scdizneni in strcams
and scour at outfalls. The fre-
quency, said the township, was
CYCry One of (wo years and all of
it is cansed by incrcased runofl
and scattersd dralnage problems.

= Qakland Townihip record-
cd its stream bed and bank erc-
sion and habilet/resource dam-
age as severe, There I moderae
stream and property flooding
and soil erosion. The frequency
5 pogged ar betwoen one  ongd

wo years., Increased rmoffl s
partially to blame. noted ths
mujuth

creex Township was tha
"uﬂ_'r mumnp\nllty o report no
I'Iu-udl or eroslon issues.
oderate flood problems
t;x.isl: in Plum Townzhip, with cx-
erplinrt made for pevere Mood-
ing on streets and severe stream
bed and bank erosion. Inereased
runoffl iz one reszoan for he
fooding, noted the township.
™ Richland Township report-
wd moderale stream Mooding at
intervals of one 1o Iwo ycars,

® Sandycreck Township de-
nuritesd s srvam Moodiog and
propenty damage as severe dur-
ing one-to-two year intervals:
Lcrcascd runoll was the major
cause.

& In Emlenton, stream flood-
ing is descrived as moderne and
is due 1o increased storm water
runoff. No other problems were
reporied.

m Sugarcreck reporicd gener-
ally moderate Mooding problems
and lsicd he casse as being
principally increased runoff.

B Spream scdiment and bank
crosioa arc flood-related (55ues
in Utica and they are due mainly
0 increased runoff,

= - Franklin lsicd siream
Nooding as severe while street
mmd property flooding, sedimoent
n streams, stream bed erosion
and property damage were maod-
erate. The frequency for fMood-
ing problems is in (he Lhnee-lo-
siz-year time frame. Increascd
runoll and poor drainage are 1o
lmme.,

‘Here’s a look at some of the flooding

B DN Ciry listed stream and
strecl floeding and stream bed
crosion as severe and listzd the
hlamie asincreased nunoll. There
arg moderate problema, though,
with preperty flooding, soil ero:
sion, stream sediment, pollution,
property damage end babitatfre-
source camage. Part of the prob-
lem, noted the city, deals with
development in a floodplain.

The Venango County Conser-
vation District also answersd the
questionnaire.

It poined o problems of sc-
wvere stream flooding, soil ero-
sion and siream bed crosion, all
due to lnereased runoll. Moder-
ate problems exist with street
and preperty fMooding siream
sediment. propeny damage. pol-
lution and habitat/resource dam-
e

While the initial phase has

culed some information as to
starm water -flooding (caused by
excessive run-off o “dis-

turbed ™ earth, whether by paving
or timbering or construction), i i3
insufficient and necids bolstered
wilth_more detail, Bonagno said.

“We are collecting data to de-,

veop the scope of tis plan amd
wié necd this informaion in days,
by Wednesday,” Bonanno told the
group of municipal representa-
cives and members of the publis.

There are two key points 1o the
storm waler study:

issues

B The iaformation will used o
idenlify fleod locations and offer
solutions to exising sorm waler
problems. Thos: NXx-il Sugges-
tions will be conceptual in nature,
said Brulo, and will rot include
enginecring plans, Wmdding or
funding.

B The data will be sified
l.h,[uugh 0 come up with a siorm
water ordinance that can vent
Ffuture excessive nnoff and flood-
ing problems. It will be an ordi-
nance that all municipalities will
have to ad within six months,
either as a [rec- :la:mJlll;; LIRS LG
or tied in with subdivision/zoning
ordinances.

“The second phase will idenul-
Fy the problems and offer concep-
wal solutons.” said Bonnano.
“Typically, it is direcied ot futuro
planeing but if problems are sub-
mitted, we'll check them ...and
provide conceptisal aolutivns.”

Ezisting problems, ranging
from incressed commecial devel-

His comment drew a camion
from Judy Dowms, directar of the
Venango Fegional Planning Com
mistion that is oversecing the
Storm waler study.

"It won't gel adopled i the
pralitics are in there. We have o
handle it vegyparefully so as ol
1 nct tholwe ar: inhititing their
basiness,” said Downs,

Al Wodrianski, an cngineer for
the City of Franklin, szid he rec-
ognizes “the sensitivity of the lim-
ber indusuy” but added he alsc
was aware of timbering that has
caused Franklin problems with
PECFLEIVE e warer minafT

Several residents along Deep
Hellow Road who experierced
severe MNooding last summer wold
the engineers the busiress build-
ing boom in Cranberry Township
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